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_Romulo Eetancourt, Romulo Gallegos, and sevoral unspecif5ed

individuals held & conferencs prior to the transfer of nowsr from Betancourt *
Gnllegos. The subject of this conference was the advisability of outlawing the
Communist Party. Detancourt allegedly recommended that this action be telwn,
stating that he had not had the time to do it and that he regretted thai the wm
was left for CGallegos. 25X1X

2. — the present Venssuslan 20N 1%
overmment will cutlaw the Party without warning, and will do so hefore ths

IX Pan American Conference scheduled for Bogota in March 1848, This belief is
baged on the fact that the Goverrment lmows the Communist Party is sttempbine
to undermine its efforts to stabilice the country's econwmy. Betancourt re-
portedly conducted a private investigetion of the efforts and ectivities of the -
Pa.r‘i:y-

- 25X1X
3. _ the first step in the process of outlawing the Party wae

the dismissal from the Fedepetrol of all Communist r&r“uy petrolewa syndicate
dologates on 7 February 1948,

25X1A M Coumert: It is not oconsidered probable that the Venezueian Goveriment will
outlaw the Communist Party in the immediate future. World events, rathor than
locel events, will undoubtedly be the primery factors in any decision made Ly
the Veneruslen Government to outlaw the Farty.
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